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VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY 

BACHELOR OF ARTS (HONOURS/ HONOURS WITH RESEARCH) MAJOR IN SOCIOLOGY 

(under CCFUP, 2023) 
Level YR. SEM 

 

Course Type Course Code Course Title Credit L-T-P Marks 

CA ESE TOTAL 

B.A. 

(Hons./ 

Hons. 

with 

Research) 

 

4th      

VII 

SEMESTER-VII 

Major-14 SOCHMJ14 T: Urban Sociology 4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major-15 SOCHMJ15 T: Economic Sociology 4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

CRM SOCHCRM T: Research Methodology and Ethics 4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major 

Elective-03 

SOCHDSE03 T: Sociology of Education OR  

Sociology of Media 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Minor-07 

(Disc.-I) 

SOCMIN07 T: Methods of Social Research 

(To be taken by the other Discipline) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Semester-VII Total 20    375 

VIII 

SEMESTER-VIII 

Major-16 SOCHMJ16 T: Sociology of Family and Intimacy 4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major 

Elective-04 

SOCHDSE04 T: Sociology of Development OR  

Population and Society 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major 

Elective-05 

SOCHDSE05 T: Sociology of Law OR  

Sociology of Organization 

 

FOR HONOURS 

STUDENTS 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Major 

Elective-06 

SOCHDSE06 T: Sociology of Culture OR 

Sociology of Migration 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Research SOCHRD DISSERTATION:  

Field work and Dissertation 

FOR HONOURS 

WITH RESEARCH 

STUDENTS  

8 0-0-8 - 150 150 

Minor-8 

(Disc.-II) 

SOCMIN08 T: Environmental Ethics  

(To be taken by the other Discipline) 

4 3-1-0 15 60 75 

Semester-VIII Total 20    375 

YEAR-4 40    750 

To be awarded Bachelor of Arts (Honours / Honours with Research) Major in Philosophy  166 Marks (Year: I+II+III+IV) 3075 

 

MJ = Major, MI = Minor Course, DSE = Discipline Specific Elective Course, CRM= Compulsory Research Methodology, CA= Continuous 

Assessment, ESE= End Semester Examination, T = Theory, P= Practical, L-T-P = Lecture-Tutorial-Practical 
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SEMESTER-VII 

Semester Programme Course  Name of the Paper/ Topic 

 
 

VII 
 

 
 

4-Year 
Hons./ Hons. 

with 
Research 

Major 14 Urban Sociology 

Major 15 Economic Sociology 

CRM Research Methodology and Ethics 

Major (Elect.) -3 Sociology of Education OR Sociology 
of Media 

Minor-7 Methods of Social Research 

 

MAJOR (MJ) 

 

Major 14: URBAN SOCIOLOGY 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Content: 

 

1. Introducing Urban Sociology 

1.1 Urban, Urbanism, Urbanization  

1.2 Urban and the City 

 

2. Perspectives in Urban Sociology 

2.1 Classical: Max Weber, Georg Simmel 

2.2 Chicago school of Urban Sociology 

2.3 Neo-Classical: Henri Lefebvre, David Harvey, Manuel Castles  

 

3. Politics of Urban Space 

3.1 Urban night life, Urban street culture 

3.2 Caste, Class and Gender 

 

4. Cities in India: Problems. Planning, Governance 

4.1 Characteristics (demographical, ecological & economic) 

4.2 Urban poverty 

4.3 Housing and Slums 

4.4 Urban pollution and environmental concerns 

4.5 Patrick Geddes 
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Suggested Readings: 

 Anderson, N. (1964). Our Industrial Urban Civilization. Asia Publication House. 

 Bhowmik, A. (2016). Samajtotter Pratyay o Dharanasutra (Vol. 2) [Bengali]. Rita 

Publication. 

 Flanagan, W. G. (2002). Urban Sociology: Images and Structure. Japan: Allyn and Bacon. 

 Ganguly, R., & Moinuddin, S. A. H. (2016). Samakalin Bharatiya Samaj (2nd ed.) 

[Bengali]. PHI Learning Private Limited. 

 Giddens, A., Sutton, P. W. (2017). Sociology. India: Wiley India. 

 Gihar, P. (2003). Social Structure in Urban India. Discovery Publishing House. 

 Holton, R. (2013). Cities, Ccapitalism and Civilization. Routledge. 

 Martínez, M. A. (2024). Research Handbook on Urban Sociology. Edward Elgar 

Publishing. 

 Metropolis: Center and Symbol of Our Times. (1995). United Kingdom: NYU Press. 

 Mumford, L. (1961). The City in History: its Origins and Transformations and its 

Prospects. Mariner Books. 

 Parker, S. (2003). Urban Theory and the Urban Experience: Encountering the 

City.Routledge. 

 Ramu, G. N. (1977). Family and caste in urban India: A Case Study. New Delhi, India : 

Vikas Publishing House. 

 Rao, M. S. A., Bhat, C., & Kadekar, L. N. (1991). A Reader in Urban Sociology. Orient 

Longman. 

 Rao, M. S. A. (1974). Urban Sociology in India: Reader and Source Book. India: Orient 

Longman. 

 Ryan, M. T., Hutchison, R., & Gottdiener, M. (2018). The new urban Sociology. Routledge. 

 Samajtatta: Anthony Giddens (H. Ghosh, Trans.; 3rd ed.). (2001). [Bengali]. Bhatri 

Sangha. 

 Sharma, R. K. (1997). Urban Sociology. Atlantic Publishers &amp; Dist. 

 Wirth, L. (1991). Urbanism as a Way of Life. Irvington Pub. 
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Major 15:  ECONOMIC SOCIOLOGY 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

 

Course Content: 

 

1. Perspectives in Economic Sociology  

1.1 Formalism and Substantivism 

1.2 New Economic Sociology 

 

2. Forms of Exchange 

2.1 Reciprocity and Gift 

2.2 Exchange and Money 

 

3. System of Production, Circulation and Consumption 

3.1 Pre-capitalist mode of production 

3.2 Capitalism 

3.3 Socialism 

3.4 Information Society & Knowledge Society 

 

4. Globalisation and Society 

4.1 Definition & Features 

4.2 Theories of Globalisation 

 World system Theory 

 Dependency Theory 

 Giddens’s concept of Runaway World 

 Appadurai’s Concept of Capacity to Aspire 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 Appadurai, A. (1996). Modernity at large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization. 

University of Minnesota Press. 

 Avasthi, D. M. (2011). Fundamentals of globalization and Indian economy. Mohit 

Publications. 

 Elliott, A. (2009). Contemporary Social Theory: An Introduction. Routledge. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203930540 

 Granovetter, M. (2018). The Sociology of economic life. Routledge. 

 Granovetter, M., &amp; Swedberg, R. (2001). The Sociology of economic life. Westview 

Press. 

 Hann, C., &amp; Hart, K. (2018). Economic Anthropology. John Wiley &amp; Sons. 

 Marx, K. (2019). Capital: volume one. Courier Dover Publications. 
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 Maurer, A. (2021). Handbook of Economic Sociology for the 21st century: New 

 Mauss, M. (2011). The gift: Forms and Functions of Exchange in Archaic Societies. 

Martino Fine Books. 

 Polanyi, K. (1977). The Livelihood of Man. Academic Press. 

 Ritzer, G., & Stepnisky, J. (2020). Classical Sociological theory. SAGE Publications. 

 Theoretical Approaches, Empirical Studies and Developments. Springer Nature 

 Tonkiss, F. (2006). Contemporary Economic Sociology: Globalization, Production, 

Inequality. Routledge. 

 Weber, M. (2019). Economy and Society. In Harvard University Press. eBooks. 

https://doi.org/10.4159/9780674240827 

 Wilk, R. R. (2018). Economies and cultures: Foundations of Economic Anthropology. 

Routledge. 

 Wilk, R. R. (2018). Economies and cultures: Foundations of Economic Anthropology. 

Routledge. 

 Volti, R. (2008). An Introduction to the Sociology of Work and Occupations. New Delhi: 

Pine Forge Press, an imprint of Sage  
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COMPULSORY RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  (CRM) 

[for both Hons. and Hons. with Research students] 

 

CRM: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY AND ETHICS 

 Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 
 

Course Content: 

 

1. Issues in the Theory of Epistemology 

1.1 Philosophy of Social Science  

1.2 Logic in Sociological Inquiry  

1.3 Structure of Scientific Revolution (Kuhn) 

 

2. Positivism and its Critique 

2.1 The Problem of Objectivity in Social research 

2.2 Ethical Theories and Principles in Social Inquiry – Informed Consent, Privacy & 

Confidentiality; Power Relations and the Researcher-Researched Relationship. Anti- 

rape and Anti Liquor Movements 

2.3 Critique of Positivist Approach 

 

3. Qualitative Approaches 

3.1 From Positivism to interpretive Methods 

3.2 Brief history of qualitative methods 

3.3 Development of Qualitative research methods and challenges to the scientific 

methods 

 

4. Qualitative Approaches 

4.1. Methodological concepts and frame- Concept, variable, statement, format, theory. 

4.2. Hypothesizing, Generalization in Sociology 

4.3. Concepts of Reliability and Validity in Quantitative and Qualitative Research 

4.4. Triangulation, Mixed Methods in Social Research 

4.5. Issues of Generalization, Replication, and Transferability 

 

5. Identification of Research Problem  

5.1. Inductive and Deductive logic - Basic principles of research    

5.2. Theory building    

5.3. Review of literature    

5.4. Hypothesis and research questions 
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Suggested Readings: 

1. Adams, B. N., & Sydie, R. A. (2001). Sociological theory. Pine Forge Press.  

2. Atal, Y. (2003). Indian Sociology from where to where: Footnotes to the History of the 

Discipline. Rawat Publications.  

3. Babbie, E. R. (2004). The practice of social research. Wadsworth Publishing Company.  

4. Baker, T. L. (2014). Doing social research. McGraw-Hill.  

5. Bose, P. K. (1994). Research Methodology: A Trend Report. Indian Council of Social Science 

Research.  

6. Bryman, A. (2003). Quantity and quality in social research. Routledge.  

7. Bryman, A. (2016). Social research methods. Oxford University Press.  

8. Chitnis, K. N. (1990). Research methodology in history. Atlantic Publishers & Dist.  

9. Czaja, R., & Blair, J. (2005). Designing surveys: A Guide to Decisions and Procedures. Pine 

Forge Press.  

10. Dash, P. (2011). Research methodology with SPSS. Vrinda Publications Lt.  

11. Durkheim, E. (1982). Rules of sociological method. Free Press  

12. Frankfort-Nachmias, C., & Nachmias, D. (2008). Research methods in the social sciences. 

Worth Pub.  

13. Gadamer, H. (1975). Truth and method (2nd ed.). Continuum.  

14. Giddens, A. (1993). New rules of sociological method (2nd ed.). Polity Press.  

15. Gomm, R. (2008). Social Research Methodology: A Critical Introduction. Bloomsbury 

Publishing.  

16. Goode, W. J., & Hatt, P. K. (2015). Methods in social research. Asia Law House.  

17. Haralambos, M., Haralambos, M., & Heald, R. (2002). Sociology: Themes and Perspectives. 

Collins.  

18. Hollis, M. (1994). The philosophy of social Science: An Introduction. Cambridge University 

Press.  

19. Hughes, J. A. (1990). The philosophy of social Research. Longman Publishing Group.  

20. Khasnabis, R., & Saha, S. (2016). Research methodology. Orient Blackswan.  

21. Kuhn, T. S. (2020). The structure of scientific revolutions. University of Chicago Press.  

22. Kumar, R. (2024). Research Methodology: A Step-by-Step Guide for Beginners (4th ed.). Sage 

Publications.  

23. Kuper, J. (1987). Methods, ethics and models. Routledge & Kegan Paul.  

24. Neuman, W. L. (2014). Social Research Methods: Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches. 

Pearson New International Edition.  

25. Panneerselvam, R. (2006). Research Methodology. Prentice Hall.  

26. Popper, K. R. (2002). Conjectures and refutations: The Growth of Scientific Knowledge. 

Psychology Press.  

27. Robson, C. (2024). Real world research. John Wiley & Sons.  

28. Singh, Vinod. K. (2012). Outline of social research methodology. Cyber Tech.  

29. Sjoberg, G., & Nett, R. (1996). Methodology for social Research. Prospect Heights.  
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30. Smagorinsky, P. (1994). Speaking about writing: Reflections on research Methodology. Sage 

Publications.  

31. Taylor, B., Sinha, G., & Ghoshal, T. (2006). Research Methodology: A guide for researchers 

in management and social sciences. PHI Learning.  

32. Weber, M. (1949). Methodology of Social Sciences. Free Press.  

33. Wilkinson, T. S., & Bhandarkar, A. (2010). Methodology and techniques of social research. 

Himalaya Publishing House.  

34. Young, P. V. (1984). Scientific social surveys and research. Prentice Hall.   
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MAJOR ELECTIVE (DSE) 

 

Major Elective – 3: SOCIOLOGY OF EDUCATION 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Content: 

 

1. Perspectives in the Sociology of Education 

1.1 Education and Socialization: Agencies (Family, School and Media) 

1.2 Education and Social Reproduction (Pierre Bourdieu) 

1.3 Equality and Resistance (Ivan Illich, Basil Berstein, Rabindranath Tagore, Gandhi: 

Nai Talim) 

 

2. Education and Gender Identities: Emerging Trends in Education  

2.1 School Education 

2.2 Higher Education  

 

3. Contemporary Issues In Higher Education in India  

3.1 Right To Education Act (2009) 

3.2 N.E.P. 2020 – Issues and Challenges  

 

4. Contemporary Issues and Challenges in India 

4.1 Right to Education  

4.2 Privatization of Education  

4.3 Digital and Online Education 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 Apple, M. W., Ball, S. J., & Gandin, L. A. (2009). The Routledge International Handbook 

of the Sociology of Education. In Routledge eBooks. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203863701 

 Ballantine, J., & Hammack, F. M. (2015). The Sociology of Education: A Systematic 

Analysis. Routledge. 

 Boronski, T., Hassan, N. (2015). Sociology of Education. United Kingdom: SAGE 

Publications. 

 Kumar, A. (2024) Sociology of Education in India Academic Guru Publishing House. 

 Leonardo, Z., Torres, C. A., & Mitchell, T. R. (2000). Sociology of Education: Emerging 

Perspectives. Contemporary Sociology a Journal of Reviews, 29(1), 270. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2654970 

 Levinson, D. L., & Pallas, A. M. (1995). Research in Sociology of Education and 

Socialization. Contemporary Sociology a Journal of Reviews, 24(6), 797. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2076703 
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 Mannheim, K., Stewart, W. A. C. (1997). An Introduction to the Sociology of Education. 

United Kingdom: Routledge. 

 O’Shea, D. W., & Richardson, J. G. (1987). Handbook of Theory and Research for the 

Sociology of Education. Contemporary Sociology a Journal of Reviews, 16(4), 571. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2069964 

 Schneider, B. (2018)   Handbook of the Sociology of Education in the 21st Century. 

Germany: Springer International Publishing. 

 Thakur, D., & Hawk, H. S., (2009) Adhunik Bharater Sikkhar Dhara. (in Bengali) Rita 

Publication  

 Warwick, D., & Young, M. F. D. (1972). Knowledge and Control: New Directions for the 

Sociology of Education. British Journal of Sociology, 23(4), 501. 

https://doi.org/10.2307/588340 

 Worgan, J., & Eggleston, J. (1975). Contemporary research in the sociology of Education. 

British Journal of Sociology, 26(3), 384. https://doi.org/10.2307/589878 

 Wrigley, J. (2003). Education and Gender Equality. Routledge. 

 

OR 
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Major Elective – 3: SOCIOLOGY OF MEDIA 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Content: 

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 History and Evolution of Media 

1.2 Types and Component of Mass Media 

1.3 Concept of Media Ideology and Media Hegemony 

 

2. Theoretical Approach  

2.1 Neo- Marxist 

2.2 Feminist 

2.3 Interactionist 

 

3. Media: Control and Challenges 

3.1 Censorship 

3.2 Violence in Media: Trolling and Hate Speech 

3.3 Impact of Social Media 

 

4. Virtual Sociology - Analysis 

4.1  “Doing Sociology” - Online platform and academic Twitter 

4.2 The Sociology classroom on YouTube 

4.3 Sociology podcasts, blogs, stories and posts 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 Croteau, D., Hoynes, W., & Childress, C. (2021). Media/Society: Technology, Industries, 

Content, and Users. SAGE Publications. 

 Cuff, E., Sharrock, W., & Francis, D. (2005). Perspectives in Sociology: Classical and 

Contemporary. Routledge. 

 Hodkinson, P. (2010). Media, Culture and Society: An Introduction. 

https://ci.nii.ac.jp/ncid/BB041214 

 Lindgren, S. (2021). Digital Media and Society. SAGE. 

 Lindner, A. M., & Barnard, S. R. (2020). All media are social: Sociological Perspectives 

on Mass Media. Routledge. 

 Rohlinger, D. A., & Sobieraj, S. (2022). The Oxford Handbook of Digital Media 

Sociology. Oxford University. 

 Sawant, P. B. (1998). Mass Media in Contemporary society. 

 Waisbord, S. (2014). Media Sociology: A Reappraisal. John Wiley & Sons. 

 Waisbord, S. (2014b). Media Sociology: A Reappraisal. John Wiley & Sons. 
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MINOR (MI) 
 

Minor-7: METHODS OF SOCIAL RESEARCH 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Contents- 

 

1. Logic Of Social Research 

1.1 What Is Social Research? 

1.2 Objectivity in Social Research 

1.3 Reflexivity in Social Research 

 

2. Basic Concepts 

2.1 Concepts, Variables, Propositions 

2.2 Hypothesis – Meaning, Source, Characteristics of Usable Hypothesis 

2.3 Relevance of Validity and Reliability in social Research 

 

3. Types of Research 

3.1 Deductive and Inductive 

3.2 Pure and Applied 

3.3 Qualitative and Quantitative 

3.4 Action and Evaluative Research 

 

4. Research Design 

4.1 Definition 

4.2 Steps in Research Design 

 

Suggested readings: 

 Bailey, K. (1994). The Research Process in Methods of Social Research. In Simon and 

Schuster, 4th Ed. The Free Press. 

 Bhowmik, A. (2013) Samajikgobeshona (in Bengali). Rita Publications.  

 Bryman, A. (2012). Social Research Methods. Oxford University Press, USA. 

 Evans, Mary. & Williams H. Carolyn. (2013). Gender: The Key Concept. Routledge. 

 Frankfort-Nachmias, C., Nachmias, C., &Nachmias, D. (1992). Research Methods in the 

Social Sciences. Worth Publishers.  

 Ghosh, B. (2016). Methodology of Research in Sociology. INFLIBNET Centre. 

https://ebooks.inflibnet.ac.in/socp3/ 

 Giddens, A. (1993). New Rules of Sociological Method: Second Edition. Stanford 

University Press. 

 Goode, W.E., & P.K. Hatt. (1952). Methods in Social Research. McGraw Hill. 
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 Hammond, M., Wellington, J. (2012). Research Methods: The Key Concepts. United 

Kingdom: Taylor & Francis. 

 Hessler, R. M. (2013). Social research methods. In Routledge eBooks (pp. 81–110). 

https://doi.org/10.1201/b16015-6.  

 Pal, D. (2022). Gabeshana Padhhati o Rashibigyaner Koushal (Research Methodology 

and Statistical Technique). Rita Publication. 

 Payne, G., Payne, J. (2004). Key concepts in social research . United Kingdom: SAGE 

Publications. 

 Punch, K. F. (1998). Introduction to Social Research: Quantitative and Qualitative 

approaches. https://ci.nii.ac.jp/ncid/BA71529224 

 Somekh, B., Lewin, C, (2011). Theory and Methods in Social Research.  United Kingdom: 

SAGE Publications. 

 Walliman, N. (2017). Research Methods: The Basics. In Routledge eBooks. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315529011 
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SEMESTER-VIII 

Semester Programme Course  Name of the Paper/ Topic 

 
 

VII 
 

 
 

4-Year 
Hons./ Hons. 
with Research 

Major 16 Sociology of Family and Intimacy 

Major (Elect.) -4 Sociology of Development OR 
Population and Society 

Major (Elect.) -5 Sociology of Law OR Sociology of 

Organization 

Major (Elect.) -6 Sociology of Culture OR Sociology 
of Migration 

Project/ Research Field work and Dissertation 

Minor-8 Indian Society: Issues and 
Problems 

 

MAJOR (MJ) 
 

Major 16: SOCIOLOGY OF FAMILY AND INTIMACY 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Contents- 

 

1. What is Family 

1.1 Meaning, characteristics, Functions  

1.2 Social construction of family and changes in household and family patterns 

1.3 Critical Approach to Family 

 

2. Reimaging Families 

2.1 Single Parent Family 

2.2 Same Sex Family 

2.3 Reconstituted Family 

2.4 Role of Father in Child Care 

 

3. Intimacy 

3.1 Definition and Meaning 

3.2 Partnership, Solidarity and Transformation of Family Structure 

3.3 Effects of Mass Media and Social Media on Intimacy 

3.4 Critical Approach to Intimacy 

 

4. Inequality, Oppression and Violence in Family and Intimate Relationships 

4.1 Power, Inequality and Oppression in Families  

4.2 Causes, Patterns and Consequences of violence  

4.3 Rights and Protection Mechanisms 
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Suggested Readings- 
 

 Bhowmik, A. (2016). Samajtotter Pratyay o Dharanasutra (Vol. 2) [Bengali]. Rita 

Publication. 

 Bhushan, V. (2012). Fundamentals of Sociology. India: Pearson Education India. 

 Chambers, D., & Gracia, P. (2021). A sociology of family life: Change and Diversity in 

Intimate Relations. John Wiley & Sons. 

 Chowdhury, A. (2020). Bharater Samaj Prasange. (Bengali). Chatterjee Publishars. 

 De, S. P. (2011). Samajtotter Itibritto. (Bengali). Pearson 

 Dube, L. (2001). Anthropological explorations in gender: Intersecting Fields. SAGE 

Publications Pvt. Limited. 

 Firth, H., & Firth, F. (2006). Families and their Relatives. Routledge. 

 Fox, R. (1967). Kinship and Marriage: An Anthropological 

Perspective. Kiribati: Penguin.  

 Ganguly, R and Moiuddin, S.H.S. (2016). Samakalin Bharatiyo Samaj. (Bengali). PHI 

Learning Private Limited, Delhi 

 Karve, I. K. (1965). Kinship organization in India. 

 Levi-Strauss, C. (1971). The elementary structures of kinship. Beacon Press. 

 McCarthy, J. R., & Edwards, R. (2010). Key concepts in family Studies. SAGE. 

 Radcliffe-Brown, A. R., & Forde, D. (2015). African systems of kinship and marriage. 

Routledge. 

 Treas, J., Scott, J., & Richards, M. (2017). The Wiley Blackwell companion to the 

Sociology of Families. John Wiley & Sons. 

 Uberoi, P. (1993). Family, kinship and marriage in India. Oxford University Press, USA. 
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MAJOR ELECTIVE (DSE) 

 

Major Elective – 04: SOCIOLOGY OF DEVELOPMENT 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

 

Course Content:  

1. Introduction 

1.1 Concepts and Definitions 

1.2 Dimensions of Development 

 

2. Theorizing Development 

2.1 Dependency Theory 

2.2 World System Theory 

2.3 Development as Freedom (Amartya Sen) 

 

3. Issues in Developmental Praxis 

3.1 Sustainable Development (Poverty, Health, Education, Gender) 

3.2 Gender and Development 

3.3 Social Development in India (Food Security, Protecting Minorities) 

 

4. Issues in Developmental Praxis 

4.1 Uneven development and Maldevelopment: Samir Amin, Gunnar Myrdal, David 

Harvey, Neil Smith 

4.2 Alternative development: Endogenous Development, Sustainable Development 

4.3 De-growth and Limits to growth 

4.4 Post Development: Arturo Escober, Majid Rahnema, Ivan Illich 

 

Suggested Readings: 

 Amin, Samir. (2013). The Implosion of Contemporary Capitalism. Monthly Review Press. 

 Bhowmik, A. (2016). Samajtotter Pratyay o Dharanasutra (Vol. 1) [Bengali]. Rita 

Publication. 

 Chandra, R. (2004). Social Development in India. India: Isha Books.  

 Dasgupta, S. (2011) Orthonoitik Samajtotto. (Bengali). Pearson.  

 Desai, V., & Potter, R. (2014). The companion to development studies. Routledge. 

 Frank, A. G. (1996). The Underdevelopment of Development: Essays in Honor of Andre 

Gunder Frank. India: SAGE Publications. 
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 McMichael, P., & Weber, H. (2020). Development and social change: A Global 

Perspective. SAGE Publications. 

 Schrank, A. (2023). The Economic Sociology of Development. United Kingdom: Polity 

Press. 

 Semali, L. M. (2021). Sociological Perspectives on Sustainable Development and Poverty 

Reduction in Rural Populations. United States: IGI Global. 

 Sen, A. (1999). Development as freedom. New York: Knopf Doubleday Publishing 

Group. 

 Understanding Indian Society: Past and Present. (2011). India: Orient Blackswan. 

 Wallerstein, I. M. (2004). World-systems Analysis: An Introduction. United 

Kingdom: Duke University Press. 

 Webster, A. (1990). Introduction to the Sociology of Development. Bloomsbury 

Publishing. 

 

OR 
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Major Elective – 04: POPULATION AND SOCIETY 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 
 

Course Content:  

 

1. Introducing Population Studies 

1.1 Sociology and Demography 

1.2 Basic Concepts: Fertility, Mortality, Morbidity, Migration, Reproduction 

1.3 Approaches (Malthusian, Demographic Transition, Neo Classical) 

 

2. Population, Social Structure and Processes 

2.1 Age and Sex Structure 

2.2 Population Size and Growth in India 

2.3 Demographic Dividend 

2.4 Census and identity 

2.5 Population Ageing: Social Implication 

 

3. Population, Gender and Migration 

3.1 Population and Gender  

3.2 Migration: Meaning, Definition, Causes and Types  

 

4. Population Dynamics and Development 

4.1 Population as Constraints and Resources for Development 

4.2 Population Programmes and Policies in India: National Population Policy 2000 

 

Suggested Books:  

 Bloom, D., Canning, D., & Sevilla, J. (2003). The demographic dividend: A 

NewPerspective on the Economic Consequences of Population Change. Rand Corporation. 

 Caldwell, J. C. (2007b). Demographic Transition Theory. Springer Science & Business 

Media. 

 Caldwell, J. C. (2010). Demographic Transition Theory. Springer. 

 Cohen, R. (1996). Theories of migration. Edward Elgar Publishing. 

 Drysdale, C. R. (1878). The population question according to T.R. Malthus and J.S. Mill. 

London : W. Bell. 

 Füredi, F. (1997). Population and development: A Critical Introduction. Palgrave 

Macmillan. 

 Jeffery, R., & Jeffery, P. (1997). Population, gender and politics: Demographic Change in 

Rural North India. Cambridge University Press. 

 Koser, K. (2016). International migration: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University 

Press. 
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 Poston, D. L., & Micklin, M. (2006). Handbook of Population. Springer Science & 

Business Media. 

 Poston, D. L., Jr, & Bouvier, L. F. (2010). Population and society: An Introduction to 

Demography. Cambridge University Press. 

 Premi, M. K. (2006). Population of India in the new millennium: Census 2001. 

 Preston, S., Heuveline, P., &amp; Guillot, M. (2000). Demography: Measuring and 

Modeling Population Processes. Wiley-Blackwell. 

 Rawat, D. S. (2012). Fundamentals of Demography: Concepts and Theories. 

 Riley, N. E., & Brunson, J. (2018). International Handbook on Gender and Demographic 

Processes. Springer. 

 Weeks, J. R. (2020). Population: An Introduction to Concepts and issues. Cengage 

Learning. 

 Winch, D. (2013). Malthus: A very short introduction. OUP Oxford. 
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MAJOR ELECTIVE- 05 
[to be studied by Honours students only] 

 

Major Elective – 05: SOCIOLOGY OF LAW 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Content:  

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Definition, Nature and Scope 

1.2 Basic Concepts: Customs, Norms, Mores, Folkways 

1.3 Types of Law 

 

2. Culture of Law 

2.1 Law of Social Norms 

2.2 Anthropology of Justice 

 

3. Theoretical Approaches 

3.1 Durkheim - Types of Law in Relation to Social Solidarity 

3.2 Weber - Law and Morality in Modern Society 

3.3 Foucault – Discipline & Punish 

 

4. Law & Inequalities in India 

4.1 Legal Consciousness 

4.2 Legal Rights for Women 

4.3 Legal Rights for Children 

4.4 Law and Social Classes 

4.5 Law and Sexuality 

 

5. Contemporary Themes and Issues 

5.1 Positivist account of rule of law, Rule of law in Democratic society 

5.2 Legal Rights for Women 

5.3 Legal Rights for Children 

5.4 Law and Social Classes 

5.5 Law and Sexuality 
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Suggested Books:  

 Cotterrel, R. (2006). Law, Culture and Society. Ashgate Publishing Limited. 

 Deva, I. (2005). Sociology of Law,OUP India 

 Durkheim, E. (2023). The Division of Labour in Society. In Routledge eBooks 

 Foucault, M. (2019). Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison. United 

Kingdom: Penguin Books Limited. 

 Galanter, M (1992). Competing Equalities: Law and the Backward Classes in India, 

University of California Press.  

 Hardy, S., Rundle, O., Riggs, D. W. (2016). Sex, Gender, Sexuality and the Law: Social 

and Legal Issues Faced by Individuals, Couples and Families. North Macedonia: Lawbook 

Company. 

 Rosen, L. (1989). The Anthropology of Justice. New York: Cambridge University Press 

 Rudolph, L. I., Rudolph, S. H. (1967). The Modernity of Tradition: Political Development 

in India. United Kingdom: University of Chicago Press. 

 Smith, P. D., Smith, P., Natalier, K. (2004). Understanding Criminal Justice: Sociological 

Perspectives. United Kingdom: SAGE Publications. 

 Solanki, G. (2011). Adjudication in Religious Family Laws: Cultural Accommodation, 

Legal Pluralism, and Gender Equality in India. United States: Cambridge University Press. 

 Tönnies, F. (2014). Custom: An Essay on Social Codes. United Kingdom: Transaction 

Publishers. 

 Weber, M. (1954). Max Weber on Law in Economy and Society. United 

Kingdom: Harvard University Press. 
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Major Elective – 05: SOCIOLOGY OF ORGANIZATION 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Content:  

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Emergence and growth of Organizations 

1.2 Social Consequences of Organizations 

1.3 Theories of Modern Organization 

 Rational Bureaucracy (Max Weber) 

 Informal Process in Organization (Blau) 

 Power and Compliance Theory (Etzioni) 

 

2. Organization as Social Context 

2.1 Rational, Interactionist, and Structural Models 

2.2 Characteristics, Schools and Debates 

2.3 The Open System, Contingency Debate 

 

3. Organizational Culture and Change 

3.1 Organizational Culture 

3.2 Organizational Change: Understanding and managing change 

3.3 Learning Organization: Models of Learning Capabilities; Learning styles and 

Disabilities. 

 

4. Recent Trends 

4.1 Role of Human Resource Development 

4.2 Innovation 

4.3 Occupational Stress and Coping 

4.4 Work-life balance 

 

References: 

 Adler, N.J. (2008). International Dimensions of Organizational Behaviour. Thompson 

 Belasen, Alan T. (2017). Women in Management: A Framework for Sustainable Work–

Life Integration. Routledge. 

 Beyond, Oxford. 

 Cooper Cary L. (2000). Theories of Organization Stress. Oxford. 

 Eldridge, J. E. T., & Crombie, A. D. (2013). A Sociology of Organisations (RLE: 

Organizations). Routledge. 
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 Godwyn, M. &amp; Hoffer, G. J. (2011). Sociology of Organizations: Structures and 

Relationships. SAGE Publications. 

 Greenberg J. &amp; Baron R.A. (1999). Behaviour in Organizations. Prentice Hall.  

 Grieves, J. (2010). Organizational Change. UP. 

 King, R. (2017). The Sociology of School Organization: Contemporary Sociology of the 

School. Routledge. 

 Kreitnar & Kinicki. (2001). Organizational Behaviour. (5th ed). Irwin McGraw Hill. 

 Learning. 

 Lune H. (2010). Understanding Organizations. Polity Press. 

 McShane & Von Glino. (2001) Organization Behaviour. Tata McGraw Hill. 

 Mills & Tancred (ed.). (1992). Gendering Organization Analysis. Sage. 

 S, Antonino. (2000). Theory &amp; Methods in Organization Studies. Sage Publication. 

 Scott, W. G., & Mitchell, T. R. (1976). Organization theory: A Structural and Behavioral 

Analysis. McGraw-Hill/Irwin. 

 Scott, W. R. (2008). Institutions and organizations: Ideas and Interests. SAGE. 

 Scott, W. R., & Davis, G. F. (2015). Organizations and organizing: Rational, Natural and 

Open Systems Perspectives. Routledge. 

 Stephen, R. (2005). Organizational Behaviour. Prentice Hall.  

 Varma, M. K. (2000). Nurturing change through your human assets: Optimising 

Organisational Challenges in the New Millennium. SAGE Publications Pvt. Limited. 

 Watson, T. (2017). Sociology, work and organisation: Seventh Edition. Taylor &amp; 

Francis. 

 Williamson, O. (1999). Organization Theory: From Chester Banard to the Present and 

 Yeung.A.K, Ulrich,D.O., Nanson.S.W.&amp; Glinow M.A.V. (1999),Organizational 

Learning Capability, Oxford University Press.  
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MAJOR ELECTIVE- 06 
[to be studied by Honours students only] 

 

Major Elective – 06: SOCIOLOGY OF CULTURE 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

Course Content:  

 

1. Introduction to the study of Culture 

1.1 Meaning and Basic concept (Ethnocentrism, Cultural Relativism, Multiculturalism)  

1.2 Material and Non-material Culture, High Culture & Low Culture, Cultural lag, 

1.3 Subculture and Counterculture 

1.4 Dimensions of Culture 

 

2. Towards Sociology of Culture 

2.1 British School of Thought, German School of Thought, and American School of 

Thought 

2.2 Cultural Industry by Theodor Adorno & Max Horkheimer 

2.3 Cultural Studies by Stuart Hall 

 

3. Culture in Indian Social Context 

3.1 Popular culture and folk culture in Indian Context 

3.2 Cultural Innovation, Cultural Diffusion, Acculturation, Assimilation, Accommodation 

3.3 Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality 

 

4. Culture and Globalization  

4.1 Conceptualization: Global Culture, Cultural Globalization 

4.2 Homogenization and hybridization of Culture 

4.3 Cultural changes due to globalization 

 

References 

 Anderson, E. N. (2014). Everyone Eats: Understanding Food and Culture. NYU Press. 

 Appadurai, A. (1996). Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalization. 

University of Minnesota Press. 

 Back, L., Bennett, A., Edles, L. D., Gibson, M., Inglis, D., Jacobs, R., & Woodward, I. 

(2012). Cultural Sociology: An Introduction. John Wiley & Sons. 

 Barker, C., & Jane, E. A. (2016). Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice. SAGE. 
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 Berezin, M. (2014). Sociology of Culture. In International Encyclopedia of the Social & 

Behavioral Sciences (pp. 617–621). 

 Best, D. L., & Williams, J. E. (2001). Gender and Culture. In The Handbook of Culture 

and Psychology (pp. 195–219). Oxford University Press. 

 Billington, R., Strawbridge, S., Greensides, L., & Fitzsimons, A. (1991). Culture and 

Society: Sociology of Culture. Bloomsbury Publishing. 

 Davis, H. (2004). Understanding Stuart Hall. SAGE. 

 Derné, S. (2008). Globalization on the ground: New Media and the Transformation of 

Culture, Class, and Gender in India. SAGE Publications Ltd. 

https://www.egyankosh.ac.in/bitstream/123456789/76572/1/Block-1.pdf 

 During, S. (1999). The Cultural Studies Reader. Psychology Press. 

 Geertz, C. (1977). The Interpretation of Cultures. Basic Books. 

 Grindstaff, L., Hall, J. R., & Lo, M. M. (2010). Handbook of Cultural Sociology. 

Routledge. 

 Inglis, D., & Almila, A. (2016). The SAGE Handbook of Cultural Sociology. SAGE. 

 McGuigan, J. (2014). Raymond Williams on Culture and Society: Essential Writings. 

 McGuigan, J., & Gray, A. (1996). Studying Culture: An Introductory Reader. Bloomsbury 

Academic. 

 Narayan, U. (2013). Dislocating Cultures: Identities, Traditions, and Third World 

Feminism. Routledge. 

 Oswell, D. (2006). Culture and Society: An Introduction to Cultural Studies. SAGE. 

 Ritzer, G. (2010). McDonaldization: The Reader. Pine Forge Press. 

 Robertson, R. (2000). Globalization: Social Theory And Global Culture. 

https://doi.org/10.4135/9781446280447 

 SAGE Publications Limited. 

 Storey, J. (2015). Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction. Routledge. 

 Strinati, D. (2004). An Introduction to Theories of Popular Culture. Routledge. 
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PROJECT / DISSERTATION (RD) 

[to be undertaken by students opting for and eligible for Hons. with Research] 

 

DISSERTATION:  

Credit: 8;  

Full Marks: 150 

 

General guidelines 

Students are required to conduct a research by focusing on relevant Contemporary Social Issues 

and conduct a field work and submit a dissertation report within 5000 words.  

Structure of the dissertation 

Preliminary Pages  

 Title Page: Includes name of the student, university, degree, and submission date. 

 Certificate/Declaration: Signed statement of originality and supervisor’s approval  

 Abstract: A 250-350 word summary covering research problem, methodology, and core 

findings. 

 Acknowledgements: To supervisors and others, if any.  

 Table of Contents: Clear hierarchical mapping of chapters with page number 

 List of Abbreviations: Specialized terms, if any 

Introduction & Rationale of the Study 

 Background & Context: Situates the topic in historical or theoretical context. 

 Research Problem & Objectives: The specific question or gap the research is addressing. 

 Thesis Statement/Hypothesis: The core argument the dissertation intends to prove. 

 Scope and Significance: Why the study matters.  

 Literature Review & Theoretical Framework 

Literature Review: Analyzes existing scholarly works to show the gap the study fills. 

 Theoretical Framework: Identifies the philosophers, critics, or schools of thought shaping 

the analysis in the dissertation.  

Methodology 

 Describes how the research was conducted -  Anyone or a combination of textual 

analysis/ archival research/ conducting interviews/ ethnographic/semi-ethno-graphic 

research involving both textual analysis and field visit etc.  
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 Thematic or Analytical Chapters 

Analysis and Major Findings: its specific analyzes primary and secondary sources, and 

contributes to the overarching thesis.  

Conclusion 

 Summary & Synthesis: Recaps your main points without simply repeating them. 

Final Verdict: Answers the research questions posed in the introduction. 

Future Scope: Suggests how future scholars can build upon your work. 

 Works Cited/ Reference, and/or Bibliography: A comprehensive list of all primary and 

secondary sources cited as per the latest MLA style.  

Appendices: Transcripts, interview logs, or raw archival data, if any.   

Marks distribution- 

Sl. No Particulars Marks 

1 Research Project / Dissertation Report 

 

Proposal and Abstract (along with some keywords) 

Literature Review &Theoretical Framework  

Methodology and Research design 

 Thematic Analysis (Chapter-wise) 

Report Quality 

70 

 

10 

10 

10 

20 

20 

2 Seminar Presentation 30 

3 Viva-Voce 50 

Total 150 
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Major Elective – 06: SOCIOLOGY OF MIGRATION 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 

 

Course Content:  

 

1. Introduction 

1.1 Migration: Meaning, Types, (Rural-Urban, Urban-Urban-Urban-Rural, Labour 

Migration, Circular Migration, Shock Migration), Causes and Factors 

1.2 Forced Migration: Meaning, Types: Immigrants, Refugees, Asylum Seekers, Stateless 

Persons, Internally Displaced Persons 

1.3 Identity and Forced Migration: The role of i) Ethnicity, ii) Caste, iii) Class, iv) 

Gender, v) Religion  

 

2. Studying Forced Migration: Contexts and Methods 

2.1 Forced Migration in History: South Asia as the Context 

2.2 Case Studies: Partition and Migration; Climatic Migration; Rural-Urban Migration; 

Development Induced Migration 

 

3. Looking at Forced Migrants 

3.1 International laws and Conventions on refugees; guiding principles on IDPs – 

regional efforts like Kampala Convention etc. 

3.2 National instruments –i) National Human Rights Commission, India ii) Policies and 

laws on Refugee, displacement and resettlement in India iii) Judicial Interventions 

 

4. Migration and the New Global Order 

4.1 Transnationalism 

4.2 Diaspora 

4.3 Superdiversity` 

 

References 

 Basu, Sibaji Pratim (ed). 2008. Feeling People of South Asia (Selections from Refugee 

Watch). Anthem Press: New Delhi. 

 Becker, Sascha O. 2022. “Forced displacement in history: Some recent research”. In Asia-

Pacific Economic History Review ,62 (1), 2-25. 

 Bhaumik, Subir. 2010. Counter-Gaze: Media Migrants Minorities. Front Page: New Delhi 

 Binod Khadria: The Migration of Knowledge workers, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 

London,1999.   

DRAFT

Downloaded from Vidyasagar University by 14.139.211.194 on 09 Aug 2026 10:31:33 AM; Copyright (c) : Vidyasagar University
http://download.vidyasagar.ac.in/OpenLink.aspx?LINKID=691



VIDYASAGAR UNIVERSITY, PASCHIM MIDNAPORE, WEST BENGAL 

 

 Caroline B. Brettell. 2000. ‘Theorizing migration in anthropology: The social construction 

of networks, identities, communities, and global scapes.” In Caroline B. Brettell & James 

F. Hollifield (eds.) Migration theory: Talking across disciplines, New York and London: 

Routledge, pp.97-135. 

 Caroline Brettell 2003 Anthropology and Migration: Essays on Transnationalism, 

Ethnicity and identity, Walnut Creek CA, Altamira Press, (Ch 2: Migration stories)   

 Chimni, B. S (ed) .2000. International Refugee Law: A Reader. Sage: New Delhi.   

 Das, Samir Kumar. 2015. “In Search of a Methodology of Forced Migration Studies.” 

Available at http://www.mcrg.ac.in/WC_2015/Reading/AE_Samir.pdf. Last accessed 

26.06.23. 

 Das, Samir, Basu Roy Chaudhury, Sabyasachi and Bose, Tapan K.2000. “Forced 

Migration in South Asia: A Critical Review,” in Refugee Survey Quarterly, 19(2), 48–57.  

 Hania Zlotnik 2006 ‘Theories of International Migration’ in Graziella Caselli, Jacques 

Vallin, and Guillaume Wunsch(ed.) Demography: Analysis and synthesis, Volume II, 

London: Academic Press, pp.293-306. 

 Joris, Willem and De Cock, Rozane. 2019. “The Effects of Dominant versus Peripheral 

News Frames on Attitudes toward Refugees and News Story Credibility”. In d’Haenens, 

Leen et al. eds. Images of Immigrants and Refugees in Western Europe: Media 

Representations, Public Opinion and Refugees’ Experiences. Leuven University Press, 

159-174. 

 Lee, EverettS.1966 ‘A Theory of Migration’Demography,3(1):47-57.25. 

 Mandal, Ruma.2005. “Protection Mechanism Outside of the 1951 Convention 

(‘Complementary Protection’)”. Legal and Protection Policy Research Series, Department 

of International Protection, UNHCR. Available at https://www.unhcr.org/media/no-9-

protection-mechanisms-outside-1951-convention-complementary-protection-ruma-

mandal. Last accessed on 27.06.23. 

 Milton Israel and N.K. Wagle: Ethnicity, Identity, migration. The Centre for South Asian 

Studies, University of Toronto, 1993. 

 Omprakash Mishra (ed.): Forced Migration, Manak Publication, Delhi,2004.  

 R.Mansell Prothero and Murray Chapman: Circulation in Third World Countries, 
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MINOR (MI) 
 

Minor-8: INDIAN SOCIETY: ISSUES AND PROBLEMS 

Credit: 4 

Full Marks: 75 
 

Course Content:  

1. Social Problem 

1.1 Concept, Meaning and Definition  

1.2 Characteristics and Types 

 

2. Socio-Economic Issues 

2.1 Unemployment: Causes, consequences and Policies 

2.2 Poverty: Causes, Measures, Consequences and Policies 

2.3 Illiteracy: Causes, Consequences And Policies 

 

3. Women, Children and The Aged 

3.1 Violence Against Women: Public and Private sphere 

3.2 Child Abuse 

3.3 Child Labour and Child Rights 

3.4 Elderly Abuse and Ageing 
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